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Caring for Godôs Gifts 

Advent has arrived! In this season of joyful 
anticipation, we are filled with hope as we await the 
arrival of Godôs gift to the world; an infant, the Christ 
child. It is a wonderful time for being awestruck and 
thankful.  God loves us so much, he has given us the 
glorious gifts of life; gifts we celebrate during 
Christmas. According to John (1:1-14), the world and 
all things in it came into being through God. Then, 
because ñGod so loved the world, he gave his only 
Sonò to live among us (John 3:16). Advent is also a 
perfect season for reflecting on the knowledge that 
Godôs gifts to us come with strings attached. What 
we choose to do with these gifts has consequences 
for all who live in the world. Our choices become 
matters of light and life or darkness and death. 

There are significant lessons to contemplate in the 
fact that the long awaited Savior, the Messiah, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, came to the world as a baby. 
Babies are beautiful and so full of promise; so 
innocent, but so wise. Babies are weak and 
defenseless, but they have amazing abilities.  What 
is it about a baby that lifts our spirit, makes us smile 
with hope, opens our hearts with love, and brings us 
to our knees with wonder? Who could not love the 
Christ child; a baby so full of grace and truth?  

Yet, as many of us have experienced, caring for any 
infant is a huge responsibility. The physical aspects 
of caretaking, including shelter, food, and safety, are 
only the beginning of our commitment to a child. The 
love we share, the values we model, the discipline 
we maintain, all require a lifetime of consistent and 
reflective decision making and follow through. 

Caring for the Christ child may be even more difficult.  
We are asked to receive Him and believe in Him so 
that we might become children of God. While this 
sounds simple enough, most of us have learned that 
the way is not easy. Yes, we do love Him, but it can 
be hard to hear Him and even harder to live up to His 

expectations in our crowded, noisy, busy and 
complex world. Loving the Christ child is both life 
giving and heart breaking, especially since we 
already know how brutally Jesus will be treated while 
He is in the world with us.  

Caring for Godôs gift of Creation is also very 
challenging, even though the task seems like it might 
be easy. The gifts of the Earth - air, water, food, life ï 
appear to have an everlasting life. Our planet home 
appears to cleanse and heal itself as winterôs winds, 
rains and waves scour the Earthôs surface clean, 
washing away the wounds humankind inflicts upon it. 
Then, each spring, new life appears to sprout from 
death and is carefully tended with gentle showers 
and warm sunshine, giving us another gift to 
celebrate. Unfortunately, these predictable cycles 
often lead us to take Creation for granted. In this 
generation, we are learning that there are limits to 
Earthôs ability to regenerate itself if we abuse, 
desecrate, waste, or consume too greedily. We have 
come to understand that if we do not take better care 
of Creation it is very possible that we will completely 
destroy the ability of future generations of children to 
enjoy Godôs gifts. 

The gift of a child brings a promise of the renewal of 
life. Along with this promise of renewal comes the 
promise of change.  Advent, itself, marks both an 
ending and beginning of the Church year, another 
reminder that Godôs gifts are always about 
beginnings and endings. The beginning of the life of 
Christ was the ending of an era. As the story of the 
birth of Christ unfolds, we learn that many looked 
forward to this change and were happy.  But, not 
everyone was joyous. Indeed, many feared the 
change. We know that some, like Herod, were 
threatened by the Christ child and did not look 
forward to the change the birth of the Christ child 
promised. 

This Advent season, many of us are examining the 
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ways in which we live in our world. For some of us, the collapse of our financial systems has left us with less 
money to spend on tinsel, trinkets and toys. Others of us are choosing to cut back on our feasting and 
merrymaking so that we might share food with those in our community who are going without. 

Changing our behaviors will be challenging. Simplifying our lives, reducing our consumption and waste, and 
eliminating the toxic products we buy and use will require persistent effort. Some of us are optimistic about 
the new possibilities for innovation, environmental health, and global justice. Some of us are pessimistic. We 
fear  it canôt be done, it will cost too much, or we will have to give up too much. Many actually benefit from 
our current habits of living. Whose livelihood will be threatened when we stop buying, driving, burning, and 
throwing away? 

As we reflect upon and re-create our Advent and Christmas traditions, as we learn better ways of caring for 
Godôs gifts all year long, our St. Hugh community can be a source of guidance, inspiration and 
encouragement. Together, we can study the lessons Jesus taught us about caring for all of Godôs gifts.  
Jesus might not have known what kind of light bulb we should deck our halls with, but He did show us how to 
live lightly on the Earth. With Godôs help, may we learn how to give our own gifts of caring to the world; our 
gifts of love and patience, a profound sense of gratitude, contemplative prayer, intentional openness to 
learning, compassionate and just decision making, a big picture perspective, and thoughtful consideration of 
the long-term impacts of our daily habits of living.  

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  

Let earth receive her King.  

Let every heart prepare Him room.  

Let Heaven and nature sing.   

With love, from Kim McNamara  

(Continued from page 1) 

A New Advent  Meditation  
by Christine Sine 

 

In this Advent season we await the coming of 
Christ 

Child of promise come, 

Revealer of God come, 

Bringer of life come, 

Come to the beaten and the battered, 

Come to the despised and rejected 

Come to all in whom the divine image is 
still distorted 

We wait in joyful expectation. 

Come not as an distant emperor but as 
a helpless babe 

Come not as a prince in a gold palace, 
but as a displaced and frightened 
refugee 

Come not as a man of power, but in love and 
compassion 

Come to those outcast like shepherds in the field 

Come to foreigners like Magi watching from afar 

Come to rich and poor, young and old, male and 
female, 

We wait in hopeful anticipation 

Come to bless all creation with your love 

Come to bring salvation on the earth 

Come to rule with justice and in peace 

Come Child of promise, open the 
windows of our hearts 

Come Christ of compassion, open the 
doors of our homes 

Come Prince of Peace, open the 
pathways to our lives 

We wait with all the peoples of the earth 

Child of hope we welcome your coming 

Christ of life we welcome your coming 

King of glory we welcome your coming 

http://godspace.wordpress.com/2008/11/06/a-new-advent-meditation/
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30 Ways to Celebrate Advent, Save Energy, and Care for Creation  

Presbyterians for Restoring Creation (PRC) www.prcweb.org  

Gift giving  

1. Simplify gift giving (whatever this might mean for your family!)  

2. Avoid gifts made of plastic. Choose organic cotton, wood, cloth, and other natural materials instead. 

Look for fair - trade and/or locally made goods  

3. Give an educational movie (such as An Inconvenient Truth ) or book (such as Eco-Justice: The 

Unfinished Journey )  

4. Give the gift of time: visit homebound members of your church or give ñgift certificatesò to friends 

and families for activities youôll do together 

5. Give the gift of charity: donate to a non -profit organization such as Heifer International or a local 

food bank or shelter  

Food  

6. For holiday meals, cook seasonal foods from local sources (i.e., farmersô markets) 

7. Bring fresh fruits and vegetables to your local food bank (if they take such donations)  

8. Pick apples, pumpkins, or squash as a family outing to a local farm  

9. Celebrate the Sundays of Advent by eating lower on the food chain for at least one meal  

Energy  

10. Combine exercise and nearby errands by walking or bicycling to your destination  

11. When running errands by car, plan ahead and combine trips  

12. Buy carbon offsets for holiday travel plans ( www.nativeenergy.com or www.b -e- f.com)  

13. Caulk your windows to keep the heat in your home during these cold days  

14. Turn off your computer and unplug appliances when not in use  

15. Turn off lights when not in use  

16. Keep thermostat at 68F or lower, using clothing to stay warm indoors if needed  

17. As you decorate your home, add in the step of replacing some of your incandescent light bulbs with 

energy -efficient compact fluorescent light bulbs  

18. If buying appliances or electronics, buy EnergyStar approved (www.energystar.gov)  

19. When cooking, use the microwave, toaster oven, and electric appliances instead of oven/stove  

20. Minimize the amount of holiday lighting when decorating  

21. Arrange an energy audit of your church by the local utility, as a gift to the congregation  

22. Consider paying for one of the recommended changes from the energy audit as your end of year 

gift to the church.  

Activities  

23. Walk outdoors and enjoy the change of seasons  

24. Practice a random act of kindness at least once a week  

25. Make home -baked bread with friends or family  

26. As you clean and decorate, consider simplifying stuff and clearing clutter  

27. Read a book that will encourage your commitment to creation care  

28. If going to the movies as a holiday treat, consider going to see ñThe Great Warmingò (www.the 

greatwarming .org)  or another environmentally themed fillm  

29. Send Christmas cards to your Senators and Representatives and state your desire to see their 

proenvironment vote on bills in the New Year  



4 

 

Senior Angel 
Program  

 Christmas on TV is 

a  perfect season of fine 

foods, great gifts, and 

family gatherings. 

Unfortunately -  the reality for many of our most 

precious citizens is much different.  Our seniors, 

who have spent their lifetimes doing for others, 

are often hungry, giftless, and alone through the 

holidays.  

Each winter, Faith in Action sponsors a Senior 

Angel Program to bring some joy into their 

senior's holidays.   But we cannot do it without 

your help.  You can help in either one or all of the 

following ways.  

1)  Come by the Faith in Action Thrift Store after 

Nov. 23 to choose a senior angel off our 

Christmas tree. That angel will allow you to 

sponsor a specific senior for   a gift they 

requested.  

2)  Bring us some homemade goodies we can 

distribute to our folks.  These can be things 

like homemade afghans, cookies, candies, 

ornaments, or?  

3)  Buy a gift card of at least $20 from a local 

retailer and bring them to the Thrift Store or 

mail them to:   P.O. Box 2697, Belfair, WA.  

We would like all donations into us by Dec. 14, so 

that we have time to sort and deliver them by 

Christmas.  

For more information call Patti at: 375 -0535.  Any 

way you can help will be greatly appreciated.  

Patti Kleist  

Thank You, Reverend Jennifer Pratt  

After 15 years of dedicated study and service in Total Common Ministry here at St. 

Hugh Jennifer is taking break with a well -deserved sabbatical.  This doesnôt mean 

sheôll be going away, weôll be seeing her and Bill with us for worship and other 

activities, but sheôll be able to participate from ñthe other side of the podiumò for 

awhile.  We want to offer her our thanks for all she brings to our St Hugh family 

and community and our prayers that she find this to be a time of spiritual intaking, creative recreation 

and for just enjoying the things she loves to do that nourish her spirit.  Jennifer we love you, we bless 

you, and we give thanks for you; and wish you a happy time of rest, healing, and we support you in 

this time of taking care of yourself.  You go girl!!!  

ECW held the final meeting of the year on November 9
th
 

at the church. 21 women attended this important meeting, 
which was chaired by outgoing president Donna Tarver. 

First order of business was a short presentation by Monna 
Haugen, president of the local Coalition of Churches. She 
spoke about the óFood for Kids Backpack Programô and 
left brochures which ask for our participation. 

Following prayer and several announcements, our group 
selected recipients in need of help in our area to whom we 
will disburse the funds gathered from our combined Patio 
Sale and recent Holiday Bazaar. Amazingly, the total we 
had to give away this year was $9,000! God is indeed 
good, as all those who attended these two events were 
more than generous, and therefore we could be even 
more generous this year with our giving. A list of recipients 
will follow this article.  

Election of ECW officers were elected to begin January 1, 
2010. 

They are President: JoAnna Meyer, Vice President: 
Brenda Baunsgard, Secretary: Sylvia Haase, and 

Treasurer: Sonny Cotey. 

The meeting was concluded with the serving of fancy 
gingerbread squares made by Lucy McLean and DeVonne 
Wells.   

 
Donations were made to the following organizations:  
Key Peninsula Lutheran Church (Christmas Dinner), 
Belfair Elementary (families in need), Hawkins Middle 
School (students in need-special fund), Sandhill 
Elementary (ASB donation fund), North Mason High 
School (Sal Haas Fund-matching), Grapeview Parents 
Club, Pioneer School, The Mission for Seafarers, St. Hugh 
Church (deacon's discretionary fund), Turning 
Point Women's Shelter, Key Peninsula Food Bank, 
Families in Need (Thanksgiving and Christmas), St. 
David's Episcopal Church (dinners and shelter), Evergreen 
School, Christmas Family (Sylvia), Key Peninsula 
Children's Home Society, House of Prayer, Belfair, North 
Mason Food Bank , Coalition of Churches Backpack 
Program, Kairos (families of prisoners) 
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St. Hugh's Magic Music Machine  
 

When Dick or Sherri or Wilma announce the hymns and then 
play the accompaniment without apparently touching anything, 
it seems like magic, but it's really just modern technology in 
service of our services. 

When St. Hugh was down in the little white church on the 
highway, we often had long periods of not having an organist 
to accompany our singing. Dick or Kathy Little (who trekked 
many miles from the Kitsap Peninsula to be with us) would 
blow into a pitch pipe, and we would all lustily sing whatever 
we remembered the tune to be. 

It worked amazingly well for a long time, but it really put a 
damper on learning and using new hymns. Then, one day, 
soon after we moved to the new building, Dick realized that we 
could use an electronic keyboard, or synthesizer,  to play our 
music. This had the advantage of either being played live or of 

playing from recorded hymns, and offered us lots of useful capabilities, including using 
different instrument sounds than just organ or piano. We budgeted for a Yamaha keyboard 
with a MIDI electronic music interface that had very good sound. But how could we get the 
hymns recorded? 

Dick had sung several times in choirs and workshops led by Dent Davidson, then the organist 
and choirmaster at St. Thomas, Medina. Dent agreed to record hymns for us from the Hymnal 
1982, and visited Dick and Robin a number of times for long recording sessions. Over time, a 
few other organists helped out, too. Dick then put his computer skills to work editing these 
hymns for key, tempo, double or missing notes, etc., and for use on other MIDI keyboards. 

Then Wilma found the wonderful Voices United Hymnal. We loved the hymns, but Dent had 
moved on to other things. Who would record them for us? Gina and Sylvia suggested their 
friend Diane Everson, who lives on the Key Peninsula. Diane agreed to record for us, and the 
results have been nothing short of amazing. 

Dick has made all of our recordings available to other Total Common Ministry churches in the 
Willapa region, and helped them to set up keyboards and sound systems to do the playback. 
As a result, lots of people get to sing hymns with quality accompaniments. Most use the 
Hymnal 1982, but St. Luke's in Elma also uses the Voices United Hymnal. 

We're now on our third Yamaha keyboard. The first was replaced because of the easier of 
use of a newer model (and it was also a LOT less expensive than the first) and we donated 
the first one to St. Christopher's, in Westport. Then, Yamaha again upgraded the ease of use, 
and we bought the third machine, retiring the second one to the basement for choir practice 
on Sundays. 

So, next time you're fussing about how to program some gadget, remember that the 
technology has vastly improved our music at St. Hugh. 


