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A Summer Meditation

By Jennifer Pratt

It is summertime. The air is warm, the sky is blue and my garden is
growing. It iIis easy to believe that
the world, or is it?

Theologically there are two basically different ways to think about
goodness and about sin and evil. Some believe that the willful human
disobedience of Adam and Eve to the known will of God brought the taint
of sin into all of creation. Their belief is that sin is a constant overriding

factor in all of nature as well as
beginning with the first transgression of Adam and Eve onwards. In this
way of thinking there is nothing 1in

There are others, however, who believe that the fall from grace did not
completely erase the evidence of Go
world and that if we |l ook carefully
hands at work in creation. | belong to the second group.

The poet Rumi says,

Lord, the air smells good today, straight from the mysteries
Within the inner courts of God.

A grace like new clothes thrown

Across the garden, free medicine for everybody.

The trees in their prayer, the birds in praise,

The first blue violets kneeling.

Whatever came from Being is caught up in being,

Drunkenly forgetting the way back.

Even Jesus, in his sermon on the mount says, f
they neither toil nor spin, yet | tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of
these. 0 |l t6s easy for me to believe that the
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especially easy to see in the beautiful days of summer. However, it is the sun itself that casts
the shadows. Barton Goldsmith, a columnist for Scripps Howard News Service tells this
bittersweet story about a summer experience.

ALast year , whil e watering some plants, I
couldndét really tell i f there were babies
several days. Althoughitwas truly an accident, | couldnot

had been more careful | might not have possibly injured an innocent life form. But these are the
thoughts we think when painful things and accidents happen. Internal bargaining i the coulda, shoulda,
wouldaii s part of our grieving process and withou
of life thing (Yes, | saw the Lion King) is, at once beautiful and horrible. Learning to ride the waves,
sometimes a gentle ripple and sometimes a tsunami, is much harder than it seems from a
distance. When you have experienced the cycle a few times, you do come to accept and even
respect it, but for the newly initiated, it may only feel sad. Those of us who have strengthened

miracles, appear to help us balance our lives once again.

This spring | noticed a hummingbird flying out of a potted tree on the front porch. | saw that
Momma Hummer had built her nest in the branches and | had the pleasure of watching her two
babies grow daily. | find it magical that real life can come from a fake tree. Throughout our lives
there are opportunities to make up for losses and give ourselves, as well as those we care for,
second chances. Even if you think that you could never replace what was lost, life has a way of
giving back what was taken away. It may come as a surprise, or it might develop over time; in
either case, what we think has been lost may someday, somehow return. Let us praise God for
the rich beauty and blessings of summer, of gardens, and of those we love. o

Contemplative Prayer Circle

Under the Roman branch of Christendom, monks retreated from the cities to mountain tops and
deserts to establish their monasteries. The Celtic church was different. Their communities
consisted of a series of circles. The monks and religious women were in the very core of the
communities, then the businesses and homes and on out to the farms. Prayer then was at the
heart of life.

We at St. Hugh are beginning a period of discernment with regard to calling a new leadership
Circle which would include new clergy. The Celtic model of church with prayer at the center was
part of the diocesan support of Total Common Ministry when | was Missioner.

I'd like to start an ongoing contemplative prayer Circle here at St. Hugh. We would meet weekly
for about an hour. We would have a period of Centering Prayer, some intercessory prayer and a
small teaching. Tuesday at 4PM is suggested but this is negotiable depending on who feels
called to this ministry.

You may e-mail me, Robin (robinm@hughes.net) with any questions or comments. | will also put
out a sign up sheet in the Narthex. We would begin July 28.

Thank you.
Robin Moore +
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DOLLARS(ENTS

June Ytd June Ytd Here's the story:

Diff.
Budget Actual Utilities: Power still over budget
(+452.65) but has come down
Pledge 24,056.00 22,476.00 (1,580.00) | Sianificantly.
Property Maintenance: Building
Mtce. (-$684.45); Lawn/Yard Mtce
Plat 8,367.54 9,173.76 806.22 . -
ate (-$726.43) includes donations
and severe cutbacks in expenditures.
Palestinian Collection 300.00 372.39 72.39 o )
Administrative: Payroll (-$410.17)
and Office Expense (-$453.06)
Circle of Friends 300.00 300.00
Evangelism/Advertising: Slightly over
budget (+$211.83) after adjustment
Flowers 125.00 344.00 219.00 for T-Shirt purchase.
o Outreach: Budget Outreach under
Hospitality Fund 7.58 758 | budget (-$600.00) due to timing of
donations.
Lawn Maintenance 350.00 350.00

Hospitality: (+$144.51) Bishop's visit,

replenishment of kitchen supplies and
Total Income 32,848.54 33,023.73 IRER Coffee purchase.

Education: Under budget (-$481.12).

Utilities 2,441.50 2,901.05 459.55 ) ] )
Diocesan Convention Expenses will

be reflected in Sept.-Oct. time

Property Maintenance 5,827.50 4,564.57 (1,262.93) | frame. Plans underway to
be very conservative with meal/

lodging expenses. Convention in

Administrative Expenses 6,186.42 5,473.81 (712.61) Vancouver, WA this year so
there will be more expenses than
usual.

Mortgage/Assessment/Gifts 11,744.00 11,743.03 (0.97)

Clergy Mileage Reimbursement:

(+$855.00) over budget.

Evangelism - Advertising 676.50 1,124.32 447.82
Outreach 3,725.00 3,279.04 (445.96)
Education 1,000.00 518.75 (481.25)
Hospitality/Fellowship Expense 612.50 757.01 144.51
Worship Expense 967.50 963.58 (3.92)
Diocesan Meeting/Clergy Mileage 2,745.00 2,100.00 (645.00)
Total Expense 35,925.92 33,425.16 (2,500.76)




Let s Pl ay Togethler

Saturday, Sept. 19th
Bayshore Golf Course - 3PM for a scramble 9 hole

tournament. 4 per team. 2 carts per team. BBQ following at
the Petty's (off the 2nd tee). Prizes, of course.

St. Hugh

GOLF

$35 for golf

5th.  Sign
not a necessary requirement.

All proceeds to go to St. Hugh ECW outreach programs.

Peace and JOY, Suzy

Tournament $40 golf and BBQ
$10 BBQ dinner only

Prices are per person. Reservations an absolute must by
church. Invite your friends and family. Good golfers absolutely

Willing to have fun absolutely is!
borrowed from friends or rented from golf course.

Golf clubs can easily be

For Your Consideration

| have somewhere in my collection of stuff, a
two inch by three inch metal bug-like thing
with "Y2K" on it. We all remember the dreaded
computer Armageddon that was suppose to
sweep the earth on 1 January 2000. Well it
didn't happen. Now there are vague warnings
regarding the HIN1, or 'Swine-Flu'. The 1917
-1922 flu pandemic has been well studied at
John Hopkins and many doctoral thesis have
been written about it. One of my father's
brothers, Thomas, was killed in 1920 by this
flu. So I've been aware of it, and have read
some very good books about it. The most
cataclysmic war had just been fought - World
War |, and the flu pandemic killed more
humans world wide than WWI. And we don't
know why it stopped killing.

| hope the flu does not morph into a far
deadlier strain then we have seen. But if it
does...you need to take some action
NOW. So here is the list of what | urge my St.
Hugh family to do and to commit to:

1. When the flu shots are available - GET
THEM (as soon as possible). If you have

impaired health - especially lungs - be
proactive and contact your doctor to get the
shots as soon as they are available.

2. Get face masks, hand cleansers, NOW.

3. Pre-plan to not have unnecessary travel
during the flu season.

4. |1 do not suggest a bunker-mentality.
However, if you can pre-plan and have
prescriptions, food, and things you need in the
house before the flu season arrives, then you
won't have to go out and mix it up with the
people at the pharmacy, mall, gas station,
book store, hobby shop, etc., etc. Limit your
need for exposure.

5. We don't really need to worry about
services. If the worse case scenario plays out,
the government will forbid us to gather for
Sunday service. We may wish to decide as a
worshiping community how we handle it if it is
less serious, but still dangerous flu season.

So do something now and we can laugh at the
H1N1 like I laugh at my Y2K bug.

For your consideration,
Bill Smith
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House Blessing Invitation

churcht2:30 to 4:00 p.m. No gifts please
presence is your gift telesise bring good|
spirits; othepirits will be provided.

There are 12 parking spots available alc
road and the neighbor's driveway. Caro
will shuttle yao our house. Please carpd

much as possiBpvia and Gina

Telephone: (253)3H®)B

OWUNSCHTRAUM"
18918 84th Street KPN
VaughriyWA 98394
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The Petty's guarded the patio sale
in grand style! Enjoyed a parking
lot BBQ with Garby and Christy

the night before the sale.

Tod Pritchard Scholarship Awarded

On Sunday July 12, Abby Sheak, daughter of Karen Kennedy Sheak was awarded this annual
scholarship by Arlene and Doug Pritchard, who set it up in memory of their beloved son, Tod,
who was taken in a tragic accident at the age of nineteen. Their daughter, who accompanied
them on this visit to St. Hugh Church, gave a heart-felt eulogy about her brother, touching our
hearts.

Following the service, a coffee hour was given for Abby, complete with a beautifully decorated
cake brought by her aunt Carol, and fresh fruit. We are all so proud of Abby, and wish her a
great start in her freshman year at Western Washington State College this fall. It was also truly
a pleasure to visit again with our dear friends, the Pritchards, who now live in Vancouver, WA.

Join us for our House Blessing on August 9 afi

; your

PleasBSVP on the sigmsheet in the narthex.
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